
WAC 388-14A-3102  When the parents have signed a paternity ac-
knowledgment, which support establishment notice does the division of 
child support serve on the noncustodial parent?  (1) When the parents 
of a child are not married, they may sign a paternity acknowledgment, 
which may also be called an affidavit of paternity. The legal effect 
of the acknowledgment or affidavit depends on when it is filed, in 
what state it is filed, and whether both parents were over age eight-
een when the acknowledgment was signed.

(2) For acknowledgments or affidavits filed on or before July 1, 
1997 with the center for health statistics in the state of Washington, 
the division of child support (DCS) serves a notice and finding of pa-
rental responsibility (NFPR) under WAC 388-14A-3120.

(3) For acknowledgments or affidavits filed after July 1, 1997 
with the center for health statistics in the state of Washington, DCS 
serves a notice and finding of financial responsibility (NFFR) under 
WAC 388-14A-3115, because the acknowledgment or affidavit has become a 
conclusive presumption of paternity under RCW 26.26.320.

(4) For acknowledgments or affidavits filed with the vital re-
cords agency of another state, DCS determines whether to serve a NFFR 
or NFPR depending on the laws of the state where the acknowledgment is 
filed.

(5) DCS relies on the acknowledgment, even if the mother or fa-
ther were not yet eighteen years of age at the time they signed or 
filed the acknowledgment, as provided in RCW 26.26.315(4).

(6) If, at the time of the child's birth, the mother was married 
or in a state registered domestic partnership and the man acknowledg-
ing paternity was not the mother's husband or domestic partner, DCS 
may not serve an administrative support establishment notice on the 
acknowledged father unless:

(a) The man to whom the mother was married also signed and filed 
a denial of paternity; or

(b) The mother's domestic partner also signed and filed a denial 
of paternity.

(7) If the acknowledgment or affidavit is legally deficient in 
any way, DCS may refer the case for paternity establishment in the su-
perior court.

(8) If the mother is the noncustodial parent, DCS serves a NFFR.
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